POLICY FOR ACCESSING TAHS RESOURCES & PUBLICATIONS ARISING FROM USE OF RESOURCES OF THE TASMANIAN LONGITUDINAL HEALTH STUDY (TAHS)

The 36-year follow-up of the TAHS is a population-based longitudinal study of chronic respiratory diseases (CRDs) was established in 2002-2003 by Professor S Dharmage (SD), Professor E H Walters (EHW), Professor J Hopper (JH), Professor M Abramson (MA), Associate Professor D Johns (DJ) and A/Prof  M Jenkins (MJ) as chief investigators (CIs), and Dr J Markos (JM), Dr A Venn (AV), Dr G Beneke (GB) and Professor G Giles (GG) as associate investigators (AIs). This has three stages i.e. establishing contact details for all 45,900 people who were first investigated in 1968, follow-up of the probands and follow-up of the family members of the probands. 

A. Funding  to establish and conduct  the first two stages of the 36-year follow-up, enter data of two past surveys (1974 and 1979-1981) and streamline the past TAHS resources has come from grants from The University of Melbourne 2002 ($10,000) (CI:SD), John Hopper’s discretionary funds 2002 ($20,000), The University of Melbourne 2003 ($50,000) (CI:SD), Victorian Asthma Foundation 2003 ($20,000) (CI:SD, JH, MJ), Helen Macpherson Smith Trust 2003 ($32,500) (CI: SD,MJ), Royal Hobart Hospital 2003 ($15,000) (CI: EHW, SD) Clifford Craig Foundation 2004-2006 ($98,000) (CI: EHW, JM, SD), GSK $170,000 (CI EHW, SD),  The University of Melbourne $32,000 (CI: Dr Melanie Matheson (MM), Tasmanian Asthma Foundation 2007 ($50,000) (CI EHW, SD) and NHMRC 2004-2006 ($350,000) (CI: SD, MJ,EHW,DJ,MA AI: AV,GB,GG,JH). 
B. Funding to establish and conduct the follow-up of the siblings members of the TAHS cohort was awarded by the NHMRC(Project Grant #454425 2007-2009 $850,000) with the following investigators CIs: SD, JH, EHW, MM, MA, Dr Graham Byrnes; and AIs: Prof Lyle Palmer, Dr Stephen Morrison, Dr Ian Feather, A/Prof Richer Wood-Baker, GB, Mr Chris Schroen.
C. Funding to establish and conduct the BHR study of a subsample the TAHS probands was awarded by the NHMRC (Project Grant #566931 2009-2011 $572,975) with the following investigators CIs: SD, EHW, MA, Ass Professor Paul Thomas, Dr Bircan Erbas, MM, DJ; and AIs: SM, Dr Richard Wood-Baker, IF, GB, Dr Justin Walls. Clifford Craig Foundation (2007-2009 $76,000) (CIs: JM, SD, EHW, MM).
D. Funding to establish and conduct Parents Study has been awarded by NHMRC (Project Grant #628513 $299,800 2010-2012) with the following investigators CIs: MM, SD, JH, JD, AJL; and AIs: MJ, MA, EHW, Dr George Vargos, Prof Melissa Southey. 
E. Funding to establish and conduct 6th decade follow-up has been awarded by NHMRC (Project Number #1021275 $1,900,000 2012-2015) with the following investigators CIs: SD, EHW, MM, MA, Dr G Hamilton, Dr Lyle Gurrin, DJ,  PT; AIs: JH, Dr Jennifer Perret, Dr John Burgess, Professor Katie Allen, Professor Peter Frith, Professor Alan James, GB, RWB, SM, MS)

The core data of the TAHS probands has been acquired between 2003 and 2012. The features are: 

· it is population-based study
· Information has been and will be collected using: a postal survey, phone surveys, laboratory questionnaire, work history calendar 

· Measurements of lung function and lung volumes has been collected

· Measurements of skin prick testing to relevant allergens has been collected   

· Blood has been collected, processed and stored in the Laboratory of Professor Melissa Southey in the Department of Pathology, The University of Melbourne.

· all above data, plus data generated by studies using this material will be stored in the Allergy and Lung Health Unit, Epidemiology and Biostatistics Unit, School of Population and Global Health, The University of Melbourne

Instructions for using TAHS resources including past surveys and publications arising from the use of these resources: 

1. TAHS biological specimens for any study need to be justified and prioritised and   applications to use biological specimens will be assessed by the TAHS steering committee.

2. Researchers who want to use TAHS biological specimens or TAHS data must understand that the work is to be performed in collaboration with TAHS CIs, and that they must seek and obtain formal approval from the TAHS CIs, and that studies are restricted to those that make use of the TAHS’s epidemiological design. 

3. Researchers who are given access to TAHS biological specimens and data are accountable not only to their funding bodies, but also to the bodies that funded the establishment and enhancement of the TAHS, and to the investigators of the TAHS who conceived of, established and maintained this resource. Thus they are obliged to use the materials only for the designated purposes, unless further permission is sought and granted, to do so in a timely manner, and to publish the findings and their interpretations in collaboration with the TAHS Steering Committee.

4. Maintaining the reputation and standing of the TAHS resource is critical. TAHS Steering Committee, therefore, have an obligation to ensure the highest standards, consistency and credibility of studies using the TAHS resources, and reserve the right to participate in the preparation, analysis, interpretation, writing and approval of all papers using the TAHS resource, and to be offered authorship consistent with the Vancouver Guidelines.

5. Given that her contribution would be sufficient to be accorded authorship under the Vancouver Guidelines, SD shall be the “author responsible for correspondence”, or in the terminology of some journals, “responsible author”, on all papers using the TAHS resource, except when the first author is a current member of Unit of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, in the School of population and Global Health. In situations when the TAHS data is part of a larger national or international study or meta-analysis then SD will be the point of contact for the TAHS SC but may not be “Responsible” or “Corresponding” author. This does not imply any particular authorship position, which should be negotiated for each paper. 

By “author responsible for correspondence” it is understood that, unless otherwise negotiated, all papers that use TAHS material have to be submitted through SD so that:

- the paper's progress can be monitored,

- the paper’s compliance with TAHS publication policies can be assured, 

- descriptions of the study across publications is consistent,

- the statistical analyses are approved by SD, and 

- all publications arising from the TAHS are accumulated centrally to assist in meeting reporting obligations to all granting bodies.

From time to time, the formal position of the author responsible for correspondence may be negotiated with another senior author. In particular, should SD not make a contribution sufficient under the Vancouver Guidelines for her to be an author, the other authors shall choose an appropriate author responsible for correspondence. Assignment of another author responsible for correspondence should be made subject to commitments to ensure that the quality and tracking of the paper described above can be guaranteed. 

Whoever is the author responsible for correspondence, he/she must undertake to forward correspondence from the journal to the other authors, and to co-ordinate their responses to the editor’s and reviewers’ comments. He/she must also undertake to forward correspondence from external researchers to the relevant authors, and to do so in a timely manner.

To facilitate the above and to ensure that authorship is always consistent with the Vancouver Guidelines, all potential authors for a given paper will be offered authorship subject to the satisfactory completion of a pro forma, (see example attached below) sent to them by SD in collaboration with the other senior study investigators, that asks for a structured description of their contribution. Final decisions on authorship shall be made by SD, unless this is over-ridden by the TAHS Steering Committee.
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